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Purpose
• Provide a summary of King’s context and 

structure. 
• Summarize the applicable policy framework.
• Explain King Township’s Green Development 

Standards Program.
• Outline the evolution of the Township’s 

Green Development Standards Program.
• Opportunities
• Challenges
• Consultation

• Introduce the new draft of ThinKING Green.



King’s Context
• Lower-tier municipality in 

York Region
• Population: approximately 

29,000
• Centrally located in the 

GTA
• Predominantly rural
• Includes portions of the 

Greenbelt Plan Area, Oak 
Ridges Moraine and 
Holland Marsh Specialty 
Crop Area

King 
Township



King’s Structure

• Comprised of 6 wards
• Three Villages: King City, 

Nobleton and Schomberg
• Seven Hamlets: Ansnorveldt, 

Graham Sideroad, Kettleby, 
Laskay, Lloydtown, 
Pottageville, Snowball

• Population and employment 
growth concentrated within 
the three Villages



King’s Climate Change Initiatives 
• Climate Emergency declared in 

2019.
• Council set targets, based on 

federal targets of:
• 45% emission reduction by 

2030; and
• Net Zero by 2050

• Electric Vehicle Charging Network 
established in 2022.

• Community Climate Action Plan to 
be presented to Council in Spring 
2024.



King’s Policy Framework



Framework for Green Development 
Standards
Authority
Planning Act & Municipal Act

Content Areas
Planning Act & Provincial Plans

Alignment & Integration
Regional OP & Our King Official Plan

Implementation
Municipal Green Development Standards Program



Planning Act 
• Municipalities must have regard to matters of Provincial Interest.
• Section 2 of the Planning Act sets out these interests, including:

• The conservation of natural resources.
• The supply, efficient use and conservation of energy and water.
• The minimization of waste.
• The orderly development of safe and healthy communities.
• The promotion of development that is sustainable, to support public 

transit, and to be oriented to pedestrians. 
• Section 41 provides powers for Site Plan Control. 
• Requires municipal land use decisions to be consistent with the PPS.



Municipal Act
• The Municipal Act outlines the scope of municipal powers. 
• Allows municipalities to pass a By-law respecting the economic, social and 

environmental well-being of a municipality.
• Section 97.1 addresses standards for the construction of buildings, whereby a 

municipality may pass a By-law respecting the protection or conservation of 
the environment. 

• Municipalities are also able to require the construction of green roofs or 
alternative roof surfaces that achieve similar levels of performance. 

• Municipalities may provide for or participate in long-term planning for energy 
use in the municipality.



Provincial Policy Statement
• Provides policy direction on matters of provincial interest related to land use 

planning and development. 
• The PPS identifies that planning authorities shall support energy conservation 

and efficiency, improved air quality, reduced greenhouse gas emissions, and 
preparing for the impacts of a changing climate through land use and 
development patterns.

• The PPS also provides policy direction for sustainable resource management, 
active transportation, conservation of biodiversity and water, and to protect 
essential ecological processes.

• Recognizes the protection of health, safety and preparing for the impacts of a 
changing climate by directing development away from areas of natural and 
human-made hazards.



Provincial Plans
• Approximately 98% of the Township is subject to either 

the Greenbelt Plan or Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation 
Plan. 

• The policies of these Plans have been incorporated into 
the metrics.

• Our Green Development Standards include metrics 
specific to the requirements of these Plans related to:
• Lot Disturbance/Site Alteration
• Landform Conservation Areas
• Land Uses

• Metrics have been developed to be applicable in both a 
rural and urban context.



York Region Official Plan
• The York Region Official Plan 

(YROP) encourages the 
development of municipal 
green development 
standards.

• The YROP recognizes that 
green development standards 
help promote complete 
communities through their 
commitment to sustainability 
and climate change resiliency.



Township Official Plan
• Provides policies for the development 

and implementation of green 
development standards.

• Builds upon the sustainable building and 
development policies of the YROP.

• Identifies development standards and 
performance metrics to be included in 
the green standards.

• Details policies for sustainable 
construction practices.



Background
• Integrated Community 

Sustainability Plan, approved 
2012.

• Sustainable King Development 
Standards Checklist introduced 
in 2013.

• Checklist required as part of a 
Complete Application.

• The Township’s Sustainable 
Advisory Committee identified 
the need for the Township to 
develop a comprehensive 
sustainable development 
program.



How did we get here?
• Identified as a priority of 

Council and the Township’s 
Sustainability Advisory 
Committee in 2018.

• Program developed in house.
• First draft released Fall 2019.
• Final draft presented to 

Council in November 2020.
• Program came into effect 

February 2021.



The Purpose of Sustainable King
• Developed to expand upon the 

sustainability policies of the 
Township’s Official Plan and 
Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan.

• Established a set of metrics with 
corresponding targets to 
evaluate the sustainable 
performance of new 
development.

• Applied to all Site Plan 
applications.



Determining the Metrics
• Directed by Official Plan policy.
• Metrics divided into four 

principles:
• Green Infrastructure
• Natural Environment
• Efficiency & Conservation
• Healthy Communities

• Responded to priorities of Council.
• Based on review of other 

municipalities and Clean Air 
Partnership initiatives.



Program Structure
• Metrics identified as “General”, 

“Village” or “Countryside”.
• Introduced a series of Targets for 

each metric:
• Minimum Target
• Level 1 
• Level 2

• Points assigned based on the Target 
Level achieved.

• For each Principle, at least one 
“Level 1” and one “Level 2” target 
must be achieved.

• A minimum of 25 points overall 
must be achieved.



Program Structure – Evaluation Table



Consultation
• Developed through consultation 

with the public and interested 
and affected parties. 

• Active engagement and 
participations with the 
development community.

• Input and feedback provided by 
Working Group with 
participation from internal 
departments and external 
agencies.

• Public engagement platform: 
SpeaKING.



Challenges
• Changes in Provincial policy and 

legislation.
• Introduction of new YROP and new 

Township Master Plans. 
• Inconsistent scoring of points.
• Ensuring a timely review of 

applications and submission 
materials. 

• Obtaining buy-in from applicants 
and development community.

• Sufficient training and 
understanding from Staff.



Opportunities
• Reduce GHG emissions. 
• Increase resilience in new 

development.
• Provide flexibility for applicants to 

choose metrics and targets that are 
appropriate for their development.

• Work with interested and affected 
parties to understand concerns and 
improve understanding. 

• Promote active transportation, 
improve health and wellness.

• Support the creation of diverse and 
complete communities.



Program Expansion: ThinKING Green
• Initial draft released June 

2023.
• Updated draft published 

January 2024.
• Proposed to be expanded to 

apply to both applications for 
Draft Plan of Subdivision and 
Site Plan. 

• Introduces a new structure 
and format for review.



ThinKING Green – Program Structure
• New principles:

• Green Infrastructure
• Energy and Conservation
• Built Environment
• Natural Environment
• Healthy Communities

• New and revised metrics to 
respond to policy changes and new 
priorities.

• New scoring system and 
implementation procedure.

• Alignment with the Township’s 
Corporate Strategic Plan.



ThinKING Green – Program Structure



ThinKING Green – Program Structure



ThinKING Green – Next Steps

January February March April May June July August

Meetings with Interested 
and Affected Parties

Presentation 
to Council

Recommendation 
to Council

Transition Period

Program in effect

Publish final 
draft

We are 
here!

Released 2nd 
draft



Summary
• Complex and frequently changing policy framework.
• Importance of flexibility and broad applicability.
• Opportunity to develop metrics specific to your community.
• Undertake extensive engagement to promote understanding and 

community involvement. 
• Regular updates are beneficial to respond to changes and to strengthen 

standards.



Thank you
Visit: https://speaking.king.ca/thinking-green

Contact: adreher@king.ca
(289) 800-2656

https://speaking.king.ca/thinking-green
mailto:adreher@king.ca
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