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Agenda
Time Topic Speaker

11:00 - 11:05
Introduction and Welcome Lisa King, City of Toronto

11:05 - 11:25 Embodied Carbon Policy Primer Overview Ryan Zizzo, Mantle Developments

11:25 - 11:35 Q&A All

11:35 - 11:55 Breakout Sessions: So what? What Now? All

11:55 - 12:30 Participants share feedback and experiences All

12:30 Conclusion Lisa King



TGS Version 4

• TGS V4 applies to all new 
applications received on or after 
May 1, 2022

• Applies to new rezoning, plan of 
subdivision or site plan 
applications

• Final version based on date of 
Site Plan application 
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Toronto’s Accelerated Pathway
New Development
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Embodied Carbon: Building Materials
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City-owned Required, Tier 2 & 3
● Upfront materials emissions assessment
● Structural and envelope materials
● CAGBC Zero Carbon Building Standard method 

or BEAM for Low-rise residential
● Low-rise target Emissions Intensity 

<250 kgCO2e/m2

Tier 3 (Large Buildings)
● Whole building LCA
● Optional target of 20% embodied carbon 

reduction



Two Benchmark Studies

The Atmospheric Fund (TAF) funded two 

studies to establish performance benchmarks 

from real building construction projects in the 

GTHA.

1. Benchmarking Materials for Low-Rise 

Housing (published April 2022)

2. Embodied Carbon Benchmarks for Part 3 

Buildings (published July 2022)
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Draft Primer Contents
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Ontario Benchmarks
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Proposed Caps
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Proposed Caps to Half by 2030
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Life Cycle Phases 
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Image from the NRC’s 

National Guidelines for 

whole building LCA



Object of Assessment
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Class D to A LCA Reports
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Potential to link to building approvals
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Proposed Reporting Template
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Breakout Session

So What? 

What Now? 

1. Any additional comments on the primer contents presented? 

2. How can municipalities apply the findings from the study? 

3. What supports/strategies are needed to effectively implement embodied carbon 

reductions?
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Discussion

Please share your feedback and experiences 
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Thank You!
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