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TEMPLATE MOTION OF COUNCIL

Proposed by XX
Seconded by XX
Motion to XX
Date XX

PROPOSED BY XXX and SECONDED BY XXX that the Council for XXX recommend committing to the Cities Race to Zero, as presented.

The next decade will decide the future for humanity. Delivering a green and just recovery to the COVID-19 crisis; creating strong, fair economies that serve everyone; and cutting greenhouse gas emissions quickly enough to limit global heating to the 1.5°C target of the Paris Agreement, are one and the same thing. None are possible without the others. Success in all is the only way to prevent a catastrophic crisis.

The Race to Zero is a global initiative led by the COP26 Presidency and High-Level Climate Champions to rally leadership and action from businesses, cities, regions and investors for a healthy, resilient, zero carbon transition that prevents future threats, creates decent jobs, and unlocks inclusive, sustainable growth. Together, this coalition will build momentum around the shift to a decarbonized economy ahead of COP26, where governments must strengthen their contributions to the Paris Agreement. This will send governments a resounding signal that cities, regions, businesses and investors are united in meeting the Paris goals and creating a more inclusive and resilient economy.

Cities Race to Zero brings together all those who share our vision for a better future based on a set of principles that address equity together with the environment (below), and who strive to build a coalition across business, labor unions, youth climate activists and civil society, to transform the world.

C40 Cities, the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy (GCoM), ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI), United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), CDP, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the World Resources Institute (WRI) have come together to mobilize an unprecedented coalition of cities committed to setting science-based targets and start implementing inclusive and resilient climate action ahead of and beyond the COP26 in Glasgow. This is the Cities Race to Zero effort, to commit cities and municipalities to the Race to Zero, in support of the COP26 Roadmap of Local Governments and Municipal Authorities (LGMA) Constituency to the UNFCCC.


XXX commits to joining the Race to Zero by pledging to do the following:

1) Publicly endorsing the following Principles:
 
• We recognize the global climate emergency.
 
• We are committed to keeping global heating below the 1.5°Celsius goal of the Paris Agreement.
 
• We are committed to putting inclusive climate action at the center of all urban decision-making, to create thriving and equitable communities for everyone.
 
• We invite our partners – political leaders, CEOs, trade unions, investors, and civil society – to join us in recognizing the global climate emergency and help us deliver on science-based action to overcome it.

2) Pledging to reach (net)-zero in the 2040s or sooner, or by mid-century at the latest, in line with global efforts to limit warming to 1.5°Celsius.

3) In advance of COP26, explaining what steps will be taken toward achieving net zero, especially in the short- to medium-term. Setting an interim target to achieve in the next decade, which reflects a fair share of the 50% global reduction in CO2 by 2030 identified in the IPCC Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°Celsius.

4) Immediately proceeding to planning at least one inclusive and equitable climate action as listed on www.citiesracetozero.org that will help to place us on a resilient pathway consistent with the 1.5°Celsius objective of the Paris Agreement and begin implementation no later than 2022.

5) Reporting progress annually, beginning no later than 2022. Once adopted, we commit to reporting its target and action commitment(s) on the following platform [CDP/ICLEI, or PCP/BARC]
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