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What is Trees 
for Rural 
Roads?



How was Trees 
for Rural Roads 
Created?

 Rural and agricultural community acknowledge the importance of 
roadside trees and the historical context.

 The Municipality of Clarington, Central Lake Ontario Conservation 
Authority and Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority saw an 
opportunity to collaborate.

 Municipal support – financial and administrative; Conservation 
Authority support in delivery of program.



How does 
Trees for Rural 
Roads Work 
Financially?

 Beginning in 2002, Clarington Council has provided annual funding 
for an ongoing environmental stewardship program.

 Since this time $140,00 has been allocated to projects, one of which 
is Trees for Rural Roads

 The program does cover administrative and material costs but 
also relies on leveraging in-kind and outside grants

 Municipal administration and communication
 Conservation Authority administration and communication
 Maple Leaves Forever grant
 New for 2019 Highway of Heroes Living Tribute partnership



Trees for Rural 
Roads Process



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Results – Trees 
in the Ground



Climate 
Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation



Climate 
Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation



Climate 
Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation



Climate 
Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation

Mitigation: 

 From 2012 to 2017 approximately 165 tCO2e 
have been diverted. 

 By 2027  these same trees will divert 4090 
tCO2e, 

 Equivalent to the annual emissions from 340 
individuals in Ontario.

Adaptation:

 A combined win for natural heritage, 
infrastructure and the property owner.

 Consideration to assisted migration.



How can you 
implement the 
Trees for Rural 
Roads Model?

 Similar models have been implemented by other local 
municipalities.

 Easily transferable methods of delivery.

 Start with a small budget and build partnerships to further 
leverage.

 Sell the multiple benefits of the program to your decision makers.
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