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Leading Canada’s transition 
to clean energy
The Pembina Institute is a non-profit think-tank that 

advocates for strong, effective policies to support Canada's 

clean energy transition.

Transportation & 

urban solutions



Our track record in Ontario
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Reducing GHGs from 

freight

Promoting transit 

expansion

Photos: Roberta Franchuk, Pembina Institute 



Freight efforts
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Freight research

We are taking a top down 

and bottom up approach

Top down - broad policy 

pushes (Prov & Fed) and 

new research

Bottom up - working with 

municipalities, pilot 

projects, convening and 

new research  
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Importance of freight

• Almost 9% of total 

emissions in Canada 

come from heavy 

duty trucks

• Remaining 1.5% 

from rail, marine and 

air
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Transportation sector breakdown
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Growing freight emissions
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Economic importance

• 5% of Canada’s workforce

• Average distance shipped >600 km

• Critical enabler of our economy

• Imports - $547 billion

• Exports - $521 billion
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Our current freight activities

1. National Clean Fuel Standard

- Expand outreach and engagement with the freight 

industry

2. Cyclelogistics

- Exploring last-mile deliveries and services by 

bicycle or cargo bicycle (October 2017)

3. Neighborhood Freight Forum

- 3 year pilot with Duke Heights BIA, north west city 

of Toronto 

11



Our current activities

4. Freight thought leader forum (November 16, 2017 in 

Mississauga) 

- Collaborating on sustainable urban goods 

movement 

5. Municipal goods movement planning

- Surveying Ontario municipalities about goods 

movement planning (October 2017)
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Clean Fuel Standard
Closely tracking policy implementation of this critical policy:

1) Technical and policy working groups

 engage at the design principles level (i.e. overlap with 
provincial policies; credits; compliance and 
enforcement; sustainability criteria for biofuels, etc.)

 North American and international comparative analysis

2) Proactive communications

 Public communications (social and traditional media), 
outreach and education

Will share information with ENGOs, labour and Indigenous 
communities 



Cyclelogistics in Toronto
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• Profile existing actors 

& activities in the City

• Identify barriers & 

opportunities to 

expand cyclelogistics 

in Toronto

• Completion: October 

2017

• Funded by the 

Metcalf Foundation
Photo: http://radkompetenz.at/en/693/trendthema-lastenrad-konferenz-in-san-sebastian/ 



Neighbourhood Freight Forum: DUKE Heights BIA
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• 3-year pilot funded by the 

Atmospheric Fund 

• First neighbourhood led 

freight forum in Canada

• Working with local 

businesses and 

stakeholders to develop 

solutions 

• Develop a scalable 

approach across regions

• Launched in spring 2017

• Next meeting in October 

18, 2017
Photos: Lindsay Wiginton, 

Pembina Institute 



Emerging issues

• Congestion
• Signal timing

• Road connectivity

• Transit/traffic cohabitation

• Parking/enforcement

• Hydro corridor opportunity

• Neighbourhood change
• Subway & LRT

• Development & construction at 

Keele/Finch

• Access to data
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Next steps
• Next meeting is October 18, 2017

• Workshop forum to focus on 3-5 solutions that have 

higher degree of success  

• Pembina to work with companies to implement
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Freight Thought Leaders Forum 
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Freight Thought Leaders Forum 
• The Pembina Institute is convening leaders to envision a 

path towards excellence and efficiency in urban goods 

transportation.

• As a leader in advancing the transition to a clean energy 

future, we are committed to helping move people and 

goods in clean, smart and efficient ways.
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Municipal freight planning in Ontario

• Identify status of 

municipal freight planning 

in Ontario

• Uncover opportunities to 

support municipalities & 

to incorporate freight into 

other efforts, e.g. climate 

planning

• Report to be published 

October 2017
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