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BACKGROUND

• Design 

Implementation 

Guidelines 1998

• Based on 

progressive 

planning and urban 

design goals 

established at the 

time

• Guidance for 

compact 

low density 

neighborhoods
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• Architectural control guidelines, zoning by-law and design review process
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BACKGROUND

• Performance Measures 

Document 2003-2009

• Based on Smart Growth 

and Sustainable 

Development Principles
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• Main Streets and Mixed Use in Residential Neighborhoods
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• Transit and High Density Mixed Use
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• Active Mobility
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• Sustainable Public Spaces, Local Identity, Health and Wellbeing  
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• Green Infrastructure and use of Soil Cells
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• Solar and Energy Conservation 



• Community Sustainability Plan 2011: 

Environmental Health, Social & Cultural Well-Being, Economic Vitality

• Net-zero energy, water, waste and emissions by 2050
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• New design guidance and standards
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• 2014 Official Plan 
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• City of Markham Official Plan 2014 

6.2.3 A sustainable development assessment checklist will ensure 

that as part of the development approval process, consideration is given to a 

full range of options to incorporate innovative sustainable approaches and 

technology.

6.2.3.3 To consider the sustainable design practices and technologies 

… through the application of a sustainable development assessment checklist 

as part of the site plan application process.
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• Markham Centre Performance 

Measures 2003-2007 Checklist

• LEED and Beyond Study 2008

• Interim Sustainability Measures 2008

• Build for Tomorrow Checklist 2017 ?

BACKGROUND
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Markham’s Sustainable Development Assessment Checklist Project:

Task 1: Establish a Policy-based Checklist 

for Assessment of Development Applications

• Ensure alignment with MOP Policies, Standards, Guidelines and current regional practices 

• Address recent regulatory changes and policy directions (OBC update, climate change mitigation 

and adaptation, community resiliency, public engagement, etc.) 

• Ensure alignment with on-going initiatives and major projects across corporation

• Ensure alignment with the existing development review process

• Provide guidance at pre-application stage and facilitate IDP for applicants

• Make it easy for Applicants to demonstrate compliance

• Make it easy for Teams to review proposals using the Checklist

• Make it easy for public and decision makers to understand and assess

non-mandatory sustainable practices and design features



• E-plan and new Application Submission Requirements 

• Municipal Energy Plan and local CEPs

• Comprehensive Zoning By-law 

• Markham’s Low Impact Development Standards

• Integrated Planning for Future Urban Area

• Secondary Plans

• Compensation Protocol for natural features, Interface Guidelines

• Zero Waste
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Thank you
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