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Agenda 

• The Need 

• Why faith communities as local partners? 

• 2 Models for Action: 

– Faith & the Common Good’s Toronto “Resilience Hub” pilot 
project 

– City of Brampton Emergency Management’s “Lighthouse 
Project” 

 

 



The Need 

“Recovery from natural disasters 
does not depend on the overall 
amount of aid received nor on 
the amount of damage done by 
the disaster; instead social 
capital -- the bonds which tie 
citizens together – functions as 
the main engine of long term 
recovery.” -- Aldrich (2010) 

• Increasing extreme weather 
impacts.   

• Governments can’t do it all. 
Urgent need for more capacity 
to serve most vulnerable. 

• Social infrastructure as 
important as hard infrastructure 
= lessons from Katrina 

• Community Resilience = Cost 
effective 

• Adaptation = powerful channel 
for mitigation 



Objectives 

• Pilot in 2015 to explore how Toronto’s diverse faith 
communities could be better utilized as local service 
centers during extreme weather emergencies.  

• In depth assessments at 8 diverse faith sites across 
the city as well as public workshops, training, and 
resource development. 

 

Lead by Faith & Common Good, an interfaith sustainability 
network (non-sectarian, registered charity) 

 



Neighbourhood Extreme Weather 
Resilience Hubs: A Toronto Pilot 



How: Site Assessment 



Why faith communities as partners? 

• 27K+ well equipped 
buildings across Canada 

• Volunteers doing outreach 
• DNA = care for vulnerable 
• Emergency response 

experience; first ones in, 
last to leave 

• Emotional, spiritual & 
cultural resources 



How: Partner Outreach 



How: Educate Community 



How: 
Develop 

Action Plans 



How: Emergency Preparedness Resources 

• http://greeningsacredspaces.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Ready-
Emergency-Preparedness-FINAL.pdf 



How: On-going 
Training 


