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FIME: a brief
overview



The goal
A renovation project needs to 

allow for a 

20% reduction in energy

consumption. 
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res
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The main actors



AQME

• Initiated the project

• Oversee the operations

• Provide tools

• Ensure marketing

• Continued improvement



Municipalities

• Secure funds

• Administer the program

• Adopt a taxation by-law

• Market FIME to citizens



Coaching

• Visits and renovation plan

• Objective technical support

• Maximize energy savings

• Keep contractors accountable



Contractors

• Chosen by the homeowners

• Must be licenced by the Régie du bâtiment du 
Québec



Homeowners

• Buildings of up to 3 stories and 8 units

• Must participate in the Rénoclimat program 
(EnerGuide)

• Some small renovations can be done by the 
homeowner
– low-flow aerators/showerheads, small insulation jobs 

(outlets or around doors/windows), install low emissivity 
coatings on windows, replace lightbulbs.



FIME

Municipal 
Associations 

(UMQ & 
FQM)

Energy
Distributors

(Hydro-
Québec, 

Gaz Metro, 
municipal)

Transition 
Énergétique 

Québec

Ministries
(MAMOT, 
MDDELCC, 

MERN)

Construction 
organizations

(RBQ, 
APCHQ, ACQ)

The key players



Funds: 200 000 $

Maximum  loan: 20 000 

$

Funds: 75 000 $

Maximum loan: 10 

000 $

Interest rate: 1 %

Maximum  

amortization

period: 20 years

Pilot project - 3 efficient 
municipalities



• Number of projects 31

• Number of completed

projects

6

• Average energy savings

per project

30%

• Average loan per 

project

11 769,04$ 

(min. :8 158$, max.:  

15,652$)

• Average amortization

period per project

15 years (min. :7, max.: 20)

• Most recommended

measures

• Heating equipment

improvements

• Roof insulation (attic)

• End joist insulation

• Air tightness improvement

measures

Window or thermopane

Results to date



• Keep it simple

• Use common tools to streamline and 

facilitate processes

• Provide strong program guidelines, 

but allow for flexibility

• Focus on energy savings

• Multi-party governance

• Provide technical support to 

homeowners and municipalities

Lessons learned to date



• Spring 2017: Open registration 

to all municipalities of Quebec

• New funding options

• Collaboration with key players

• IDEEFICC - Idée pour un 

financement innovateur du 

secteur commercial et du climat 

Next steps



Thank you

Valérie Sanderson

Project Director

AQME

514-866-5584 ext. 337

vsanderson@aqme.org

aqme.org

fime.aqme.org

mailto:vsanderson@aqme.org
http://www.aqme.org/


A recent construction already
efficient (2004)

• EnerGuide score: 76

• Main heating source: electricity

• Air leaks: 2.02 ACH@50 Pa



A recent construction already
efficient (2004)



A recent construction already
efficient (2004)

 FIME loan: 8 137,23 $

 Amortization period : 18 years

 Post-renovation EnerGuide score: 83 (score pre-renovations: 76)

 Reduction rate of air leaks : 25%



An 80’s home (1983)

• Energuide score: 73

• Main heating source: electricity

• Air leaks: 4.05 ACH@50 Pa



An 80’s home (1983)



An 80’s home (1983)

(873 $) (8760 kWh)

/an /an

 FIME loan: 13 556,47 $

 Amortization period : 16 years

 Post-renovation EnerGuide score: 80 (score pre-renovations: 73)

 Reduction rate of air leaks : 19%



An old building (1953) –
heating with oil

• Energuide score: 60

• Main heating source: oil furnace

• Air leaks: 6.95 ACH@50 Pa



An old building (1953) –
heating with oil



An old building (1953) –
heating with oil

(1458 $) (22 066 kWh)
/an /an

 FIME loan:  10 294,79$

 Amortization period : 7 years

 Post-renovation EnerGuide score: 77 (score pre-renovations: 60)

 Reduction rate of air leaks : 20%


