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Toronto City Greening Greater The Living City Evergreen The Living City
Summit Alliance Toronto Report Card 2011 GCTtansferredfrom  Report Card 2016
Multi-sector coalition Coalition of >100 multi-  Report on the Civic Action to Progress report on the
working to meet the Toronto sector partners aimedto  environmental health of Evergreen actions and outcomes
region’s challenges make the GTA the the GTA related to GGT/LCRC
greenest city in North
America
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Results

)
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* 15 indicators

Much better
— Mix of quantitative analysis and ¢ ...........................................................................................................
expert opinion K/ <
No ch
- Assessed short-and long-term €1 Lo
targets but no grades L ... O
N7 Much worse

- 3 topics:
— The Current Situation
— What Needs to be Done
—  What We are Doing FSSSRIRY

* Infographics by OCAD
University — Resilience Design
Lab
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Carbon 18

CARBON WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

Our emissions are changing Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are
our climate released to the atmosphere by

human activities. GHGs trap heat in Cu rrent Sltu atlo n

the atmosphere and oceans and are
causing the climate to change ° Largest G HG SourceS:
- Transportation fuel use
In Ontario, we produce - Natural gaS Consumpt|0n

almost 2X the world

average GHG emissions by homeS and bUSIneSSGS
perpeEen for heat.

WHAT’S HAPPENING?

Transportation fuel use and natural gas consumption H H
by homes and businesses for heat are the two largest I Ellmlnated Coal_generated
sources of GHG emissions in the GTA y . .
electricity
2 — |
v o P

ONTARIO

0, =
is the first jurisdiction Coal r'na.de up 25/? of-Ontano s
in North America to - electricity generation in 2003 and
eliminatecoal-generated . ' was reduced to Zero in 2014.

What needs to be done

electricity

« Adopt provincial and national
policy at the local level.

* Improve public transportation

crtiTs Cratia imars g N and encourage alternative

e WHAT CAN WE DO? ‘; * transportation,

Create efficient, integrated ) |
transit ‘_,/’ TA F
.

Improve electric vehicle
jufrastiuctute TORONTO AND REC CONSERVATION AUTHORITY




Air Quality 1)

AIR QUALITY

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? W..
Improving air quality improves -

our health Air pollution causes health effects

such as respiratory illness and Cu rrent S | t u at | on

cardiovascular disease that affect
our quality of life and strain the

health care system. * Large-scale air quality
Improvement, decreased
WHATS HAPPENING? | number of SmMOog dayS.
Sl < Air quality can differ by
which contributes to poor air quality. .
neighbourhood, currently
T 1 : ‘ Most common air pollutants Ilmlted alr quallty data a.t

have declined across Ontario.
But, the declines might not be
apparent at the local level.
Local air quality monitoring

is needed.

local scale.

What needs to be done

* Improve air quality
monitoring at the local scale.

* Improve public transportation
and encourage active
transportation.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

The number of smog days
in the GTA have decreased Local air quality monitoring
over the last decade.

>

i
W g Improve public and active transit

(' Clean Air
Partnership

TORONTO AND REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY




Waste (cTa)
WASTE MANAGEMENT MRS THLS IMP OR AT

Reduce, reuse, repair, recycle, recover
Current situation
AR «  The % of residential waste
WHAT'S HAPPENING? being diverted has
m GTA rasidantial waste divarsion: remained Steady around
' 39% 50% 52% 50%.
- * |Cl waste was not
evaluated.

v
region mote sustainah

=

(LI

SINGLE FAMILY / RESIDENTIAL HOMES What needs to be done

_ -  Improve residential recycling,
R 4 ey v ; - t . o o .
TEXTILES/CLOTHING ARE e e particularly in multi-unit
95% RECYCLABLE could be divertad fromthe landfill, 5% i 1 : & 2

e sliten residential buildings

our garbage. } | n ' (M UR BS) .
o " WHATCANWEDO? [ « Improve textile recycling.

—
1 u
g Improve waste reduction ; L
s

ek cokn
CLOTHING i options in MURES 3 UNIVERSITY OF

DONATION _ ' AL¢=:;;-.,. ’ 4 ) TORONTO
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BIODIVERSITY

-

Terrestrial Biodiversity (Trca)

MNatural Cover (Trca)
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WHAT’S HAPPENING?

Stormwater runoff is fast, warm, and
polluted. In many parts of the GTA,
stormwater flows directly into streams.

.
25
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015

WHE S IECAMERRTANTE R Current situation

Fish biodiversity reflects the

health of aquatic ecosystems. ° TOIGrant f|Sh may be

replacing more sensitive
species.

Invasive fish such as the

s e «  Development near

headwaters may threaten
sensitive species. Water
pollution (including warm
water) an issue.

What needs to be done

« Stormwater controls to
preserve or improve water

lllga s Ll

. * Protect/restore coldwater
e streams.

- @
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Water Quality (trca)

Stormwater Management
(TRCA)

Flood Risk (trca)

Water Consumption G1a)
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Stormwater Management
(TRCA)

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

We need to do a better job managing stormwater

| Current situation
a“a

65% : WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? * Only 35% of urban areas
of urban‘areas don’t .,> : e Effective stormwater control helps are Served by StOI’mwatel’

hava maderh prevent flooding and manages

stormwater control | ' water quality. COntrO|S tO manage Water
LU it = guality and prevent
---------------- flooding.

WHAT'S HAPPENING? } - Current status quo SWM is
Storm water rushes off roofs, sidewalks, and ‘ ‘; nOt enoug h y need

parking lots into pipes which discharge into

Heire o v innovation

Without proper stormwater management, we risk:
* Flooding

£ e < @ What needs to be done
[

* Degrading habitat
* Degrading ecosystems

* Innovative stormwater
controls, with particular
emphasis on Low Impact
Development (LID) design.

Invest in better stormwater
management

Develop policy to require green
infrastructure, including LID

TORONTO AND REGION CONSERVATION AUTHORITY



Urban Forest cma)

2006

Greenspace (Trca) | TaRGET T

Agriculture (Trca)

- . 2016
Green Buildings cTa) TARGET MET

almost

Intensification 1a)
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Urban Forest (cta)

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

The urban forest helps to:

URBAN FOREST v Remove pollutants from the air
and water
City trees provide vital v Reduce stormwater runoff
environmental services v Cool communities and save energy . .
v Improve public health and wellbeing Cu rrent SI t u at 10N
v Provide recreation opportunities
R .
WHATS HAPPENING? e The urban forest is a key
The invasive pest, the emerald ash borer part Of Urban Infrastructure.

is killing tens of millions of trees across
the province, including many in the GTA.

Climate can also affect the urban forest, ‘ t Several munICIpaIItleS ha.ve

including ice in the winter and
i @ adopted urban forest

drought in the summer.
management plans.

Jgn \ Insect pests and extreme
The urban forest - is a critical = Weather events have
e affected structure.

What needs to be done

- WHAT CAN WE DO? Increase diversity to build
. A Develop and champion policies reSI Ilence .
10 or more trees on a Clty <l that protect and expand the urban .
block significantly decreased HM  forest Need to plan for the ImpaCtS
cardio-metabolic conditions .
‘é. Expand municipal tree planting lists { Of Cllmate Change .

w0 %4 ‘ Urban forest studies should

be repeated at regular

intervals.

34.2 MILLION
trees in the GTA.

e

-



& Conclusions and Looking Forward

i. Standardized City Sustainability Data (by World Council on
City Data)

— How standardized data can help cities and regions move forward on
sustainability, including benchmarking performance against peers.

ii. Think Global, Act Regional (by Jeb Brugmann)

—  Why a regional approach to sustainability is necessary to achieve
meaningful progress, including how regional sustainability tracking,
reporting and benchmarking is critical to success.

_’r‘.ﬁ_“ﬁ\-.
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Conclusions and Looking Forward

iii. Collective Action in the Golden Horseshoe (by Evergreen)

—  Forming and operating multi-sectoral regional alliances to help
accelerate progress on regional sustainability

iv. Concluding thoughts (by TRCA)

— There is much action on sustainability in the Toronto region and there
are many local successes

— We need to collaborate more effectively as a region, across municipal
boundaries, across issues and across sectors, to scale up our
successes

\

Toronto and Region

A EVERGREEN % Conservation
I'-'.

: for The Living City-
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g Regional Reporting and Collective Impact

* To help think and act as a
Toronto region on
environmental and
sustainability issues

e To support coordination
and collaboration for
collective impact

* To create and sustain
learning in the region about
sustainability successes and
challenges

A COMMON
COORDINATING AGENDA
ORGANISATION/S FOR CHANGE

OPEN AND
CONTINUOUS

& p—

BEFORE AFTER
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R ANY

Timeline
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* www.reportcard.trca.ca

Communications

* Social media —1 month campaign

* “Bigideas” publications, talks and panels about accelerating
collective action for sustainability in the Toronto region (with
Evergreen, CivicAction, and others)




g Next Version of the Living City Report Card

University of Waterloo interviews & Greening Greater Toronto (GGT)
review process provided insights

Future Framework Ideas:

Ongoing evaluation and reporting tool
Re-assess indicators

Mapping and tracking the network of stakeholders, including an
evaluation of the strength and connectivity of those networks.

Tracking both activities and outcomes in the region

Benchmarking our regional performance against peer city-regions around
the world.

Profiling successful initiatives that should be scaled and replicated in the
region.
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Thank you

Our Contact Information

Angela Wallace awallace@trca.on.ca
Michelle Sawka msawka@trca.on.ca
Ryan Ness rness@trca.on.ca
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